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60 SPECIES OF BIRDS T0 BHOPAL

ST bl bixos sporTeD |
counting concluded at Saras Biodiver- BIRDS SPOTTED
sity Centre, Bishankhedi on Sunday.

Bhopal Birds and Indi-
an Birds Conservation Network, the
event saw 25 participants who, in vari-
ous groups, counted the diverse spe-
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inland while others were water
resident species. While exploring,
participants caught a glimpse of
some migratory birds as well.
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Greater Hamingo spotted around Bho Wetland.

W Stat Reporter

attractions of Bird counting was
to sight The Greater Flamingo
Bird. which is rare appeared in

16 numbers.

Omithologist said that these
birds are visible In Bho) Tal after
nine years. Greater Flamingo fs
found In large numbers in
Gujarar,
groater flamingo Is the most

Khalique omithologist and
founder of Bhopal Birds claims
that itwasveryrare that thisbird
is spotted in city like Bhopal,
Usually these birds use

Pracdeshregion as stoppages and
prefer sulty water near marshes,
Last time it was spotied in the
year2009 at Upper Lakebutwere
only two In numberand now it's
verymuch delight tospot greater
flamingo Insuchlarge numbers
These waders are seen in city

on a mud mound. Most of the
plumage s pinkish white, but

Total 25 participantstook part
in this programme. The partic-

the  ipants were sent separately to

with India Bird Conservation

Network and Saras Biodiversity many

Centre at Bisenkbed\. This pro-
gramme was organised with
mainobjectiveofBird counting,
The objecttve of this program

10 count the birds in and

basically bocause it s was

gettingsurplus of food and water

all flamingos. this species
lays a single chalky-while egg
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around Uppor Lake in the rainy
season With pre monsoon show-
ersbirds influx in the region has
been increased

form different teams around
per Lake. These participants
:2....:..1 about 80 s} ?:nd
aquatic and terrestrial birds.
‘The participants identified
y migratory and rare birds
during the visit . The main birds
and numbers seen In the cast are
as follows which Includes Stork
Crane In about 120 numbers ,
Greater Flamingo approximate-
lyaround 16 birds wero spotted,
Spot Bill Duck about 200 were
spotted , Lesser Whistling Duck
about 500 were spotted .

Other birds like amund 400
Painted Stork and around 50
Orlental Prentikol were sighted,
about 100 Woollen neck Stork
were spotted , about 500 Spoon
bill and around 1000 river term
bird spotted  besides 50 little
tern eic.

Besides these birds, other
birds, Dakshinra) (Paradise
Falicator), Indian Pitta, which
‘were visible In the ralny season,
werw also seen during the visit

The Indian  pitta (Pitta
brachyura) ks a passerine bird
native to the Indian subconti-
nent, It inhabits scrub |ungle,
decdduousand dese evergreen

forest. Breeding in the forests of
the Himalayas, hillsof centraland
westom India, thoy migrate to
other parts of the peninsula in
winter,

‘Thelndian pittaisasmallstub-
by-tailed bird that s mostly seen
on the floor of forests o under
dense undergrowth, foragingon
Insects In leaf litter.

crosted cuckoo I
amemberofthe cuckoo order
of birds that Is found In Africa
and Asia. Tt s partially migrato-
ryandin India, ithasbeencon-
sidered s harbingerofthe mon-
soon rains due (0 the timing of
its arrival.
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nts at Monsoon Bird Festival in Kolar Dam..

= Staff Roporter

ON SUNDAY Bhopal birds asso-
ciation and Saras Blodiversity
Center organised the bird festi-
val’Monsoon Bird' at Kolar Dam.

son.

ricipants were given infor-
mation about the species found
in bird watching and monsoon
in the beginning of the pro-

gramme.
Many bird species make thelr
nests in the rainy season, an
special information about them
is given by the subject experts
to the participants. During the
programme, participants iden-
tfied nearl; species of birds,
mainly in the form of gray bel-

liod cuckoo, Indian cuckoo, pled
crested cuckoo etc.

spicuous in the forest
often perching in the open and

wide range of lo;
include perfect imitations of
ma ris sald
that, they feed mainly on insects
but also eat fruit and visit flow-
ering trees for nectar. Havin
short logs, they sit upright an
are often on high and
exposed branches. They are
aggressive sometimes
moblarger birdsespeciallywhen
nesting

Thesmallminivetis 16cmlong
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organised at Kolar Dam

Gray-bellied cuckoo spotted near Kolar Dam area.

witha strongdark beak and long

wings, The male differs from

mostother common minivets by

having grey, not glossy black,
n

orange und.
low on the
edges, rump a; %

Besides black hooded orile,
Paradis Flycatcher etc were also
seen. There were around 25 par-
ticipants who attended the pro-
gramme. Dr Manoj Kumar
Sharma (Incharge Scientific,
Regional Natural Science
Museum. Bhopal) and Dr
Sangeeta Rajgir (Bhopal Birds)
were presentas the experts. They
informed the participants that
grey-bellied cuckoo is one of the
small cuckoo on a total length
ofabout 23 cm. Adultsare main-

Iy brown with & white lower
omen and venture. There is
a white patches on the wings.
me females have black-haired
reddish brown _with an
uninterrupted tail. but the
appearance of juvenile females
is but light brown.
Gra cuckoo Is found
o

let consists of various Insects
and caterpillars and is seen
mainly around water bodies
Bhopal after many years main-
lybecause of availability of food
and possibility of nesting.
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