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Workshops held to make the farmers aware of friendly

farming practices to help conserve the Sarus crane

= population.As o result of this workshops large numbers
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of this program latest survey done during 2019
have now shown a remarkable recovery and the
presence of 330 individual of Sarus Crane in the
Bhoj Wetland .

Similarly, in Rajasthan, locally resident birds are
threatened sometimes by local festivals such as the
annual kite flying Makar Sankronti festival. Civil
society organizations such as Hope and Beyond'®
and Raksha with support of the Forest Department
work towards the welfare of the environment and
all things living - give a new life to the birds injured
during the ever-popular kite festival of Jaipur. It has
also played a crucial role in rescue and
rehabilitation of several of the avian botulism
affected birds in Sambhar Lake and have now
created awareness in the region to prevent any
such outbreak in the near future.

Talat (Froan water Laka) & Post releave —
meroring mas done fr mater bty "

com/exclusive/birds-jaipur-kite-festival-19357
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6. Sarus and other birds in Central and
Western Indian landscape

The sarus crane (Grus antigone antigone) is the
tallest flying bird in the world standing 152-156 cm
tall with a wingspan of 240cm’. Listed as
“vulnerable” in the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List of
Threatened Species, they are distributed in
the lowlands, but mostly forage outside Protected
areas, especially in  agricultural  areas
and wetlands of India. Once seen in hundreds,
population of this bird drastically declined in areas

such as bhoj wetland in Madhya Pradesh. As per
reports around 160 individuals were counted in
P a1 e vl & amlor e 2 e i

600 1 19 o e e e et e ol B¢

2001 which reduced to 24 in 2008. In 2013 Only ten
individual is sighted .Bhopal birds conservation
society, a registered soclety began a Rapid action
program in with forest

and the Wild Life Trust of India in October 2013 to
monitor the population and also take up further
protection through active consultation with
farmers and villagers . Several of the farmers have
now come forward to practise organic farming and
a group of from peripheral villages formed the “Sarus Mitra” to monitor the bird throughout the year.
These volunteers keep a watch on sarus crane population , their nests and illegal poaching . As a result

L{...

* hitps://www wwlindia org/about species/threatened species/sarus crane/
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330 sarus cranes in city now; no. rises by 8-fold

Shuchita J i

: Bhopal: With help of commu-
: nity participation, the falling
{ population of sarus cranes
i hasbeen restored in Bhopal to
: a whopping 330 in 2019 from
: justfour in 2004. That isa stag-
¢ gering B2-time increase in the-
: irnumbersin thelast15years.

l EFFORTS PAY OFF

: The cranes had been dying
: due to lack of food and use of
: excessive pesticides In crops R =

! by villagers. However, with E .

photo of sarus cranes at Upper Lake

in the population of the sarus
cranes.

Mohammad Khaliqof Bho-
pal Birds sald, “As per our da-
ta, there are 330 sarus cranes
in the Bho) wetlands now. The-
ir count was 140 last year,
which has more than doubled
in 2019. This is a very positive

Speaking about the aware-
ness programme undertaken
by the NGO and locals, Khallg
sald, “In 2008, we found a dead
sarus crane in Bishankhed!
which became the centre of

Slowly we developed Sarus
Blodiversity and Education
Centres in two places on the
outskirts of Bhopal where vil-
lagers discuss about protec-
tingthesaruscrane.”
Headded that asawareness
grew, practices such as using
too much pesticides for crops
and excessive fishing in near-
by water bodles started decre-
asing. *“The sarus cranes sta-
ted getting more food and star-
ted laying their eggs in fields.
Now when the villagersseethe
eggs of the birds, they do not

¢ help of locals of Bishankhedi BIRDS OF A FEATHER: File conversation there. That was disturb them, unlike earlier. It

: andBerkhedanathu, members the time westarted discussing has been a remarkable achie-

: of Bhopal Birds, an NGO wor- Bhopal wetlands, were able to  people and educate them, lea- the importance of birds and vementforBhopal inthelast15

¢ king to restore diversity In start a conversation with ding to the drastic Increase conserving them in the cities. years,”Khaligsald.
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